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Howard Baker Facsimiles. I have now acquired 
quite a number of very good second-hand copies wit h dust 
wrappers, etc. The £4. 95 are £3. 25 and the £10 and £12 
ones £7. 50 . The usual new stock of course. 

Fine collection of Thomsons Annuals recen t ly purchased . 
Please state requirements . New additions to sto ck - mor e 
Boys' Magazine (pink), The Popular , Triumph , Thrillers, 
Pilot and Pioneer - £1 each. 

Fair copies of most Boys' papers and com ics , i-pri ce . 
Bumper lots, asstd. , 24 for £10 plus post. 

Have you visited Aladdin's Cave? The largest stock 
of Old Boys' Books anywhere, see for yourse lH Just give 
me a ring for an appointment to view. 

Several large collections purchased la st month~ 

NoRMAN SHAW 
84 BELVEDERE ROAD 

UPPER NORWOOD 

LONDON, SEl 9 2HZ . 

Tel. 01 771 9857 

Nearest Station - Crystal Palace B. R . 
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LET'S HAVE A GIGGLE 

We have mentioned before that . every so often, profes~r[onal 

writers for newspapers and magazines ret u rn for another hite of the 

cherry which grows on the Magnet and Gem tree . Ju::;t before Christmas 

my &mday newspaper came up with yet annther in th e long , long li s t of 

articles down thP. years which have invited rea<lt:•rs: ''Let's have a giggle 

at the old boys' papers". 

This one, inevitably, was decorated with n Chapman picture of 

Bill y Bunter . Greyfriars, of course, did not escape attenti()n, and 

Hurr ee Singh was referred to as the "n awo b" of Bhanipur, and Bulstrode 
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was described as the bully of the Remove . As fuky was never the 
"nawob" , and Bulstrode disappeared from Greyfriars after earl y days , 
one doubted whether the writer was really all that well acquaint ed with 
the subject be was having a mild giggle about . 

Also , down the years , quite ::i few restau ran ts have turned up wi th 
the name "Bunter ' s". Several readers have se nt me parti culars of t he 
latest which has opened in London , and Mr . Bob Moir forwarded a 
cutting from a newspaper of an ar t icle describing the new restaur ant . 

It seems from the article that the new "Bunter's" is "de cked out 
with memorabilia from Bunter stories in the Gem and Magnet comics" . 

As we have mentioned before, people who really know what they 
are talking about do not call the Magnet and Gem "com ics" . "Memorab ilia" 
from ' 'comics" sounds just awful to me, though I'm sure it is an 
excell ent rest::iurau t. A word like "memorabilia", used in connection 
with the big business of nostalgia, to which I referred recently in this 
column , has probably come over the pond from Fishy' s land, wher e the 
nostalgia boom exploded much ear lier than over here . l only hope that 
we don't get caught up in it , and that nobod y will start des cri bing C.D. 
as a "fanzine". 

Trendiness and nostalgia don't mix . 

FROM BLOCK CALENDARS TO CHOCKS 

Every Christmas my best girl give s me a block calendar . Eve ry 
day, all thro ugh the year , I tear t.he date off each morning , and r ead the 
day's message . 

I ha ve alwa ys loved a block ca lendar . Today r.hey are difficult to 
obtain , and only a ve ry few , ma inly of a relig ious nature , are now 
manufactured . It was very different , years ago . As I grew up , and the 
years flew by , t he stati oners were alwa ys s tacke d with blo ck calendars 
of all type s - Hum orou s , Famous Sayings , Quota t ions fr om the Classics , 
Religiou s, Shakespeare , Dickens, Cookery hints - eve r y subject you 
could think of . In mo r e than thirt y ye ars of sc hool lif e, I alwa ys had a 
diff ere nt block cal endar in each of my for m- rooms . 

And then some Chancellor introduced a new tax - Purchase Tax -
and evidentl y he didn rt like block calendar s for he s lammed the heaviest 
purchase tax of all on them. It almost doubled their buying price in the 
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sbopa 1 and th e mdustry was killed off. Only a fe w reli gious blocks -
sponsor ed by a r eligi ous fi rm ~ are avail abl e today . 

It has alway s s eeme d to me tha t a tax which kills off an indus t ry 
m ust be a bad tax , but governm ents alw ays s eem nai ve and gullib l e. 
Char le s Hamilt on us ed to s ay tha t cabin et ministers were not too well 
equi pped for thin ldng at all , whi ch ma y be the reason that he was ne ver 
hon our ed as he should ha ve been. 

Fo r ins t ance, they replaced a pound worth 240 pence with one 
wort h 100 pence, and t hen were astounded that inflation leaped entirely 
beyond their control. They abolished the death pe nalty, and just 
couldn 1t belie ve it when cri minal s started carrying guns and shooting 
thei r way out · of troub le . Another lot opened wide the cessp ool gates so 
the country bec ame awas h with pornog r aphy , and then were utterl y 
amazed t hat a gr ea t increase in s ex crimes occu r r ed . Yes, ind eed, 
th ey' r e n aive and gull ibl e . 

Yet another lot is determin ed to land us with Metrication . Just 
befo re Chr istmas I bought what I thought was a half -pound of choco lates . 
When I got it home, I read on the box: 195 g. (net), which sounded 
li beral, and, in addition, 6. 88 oz. , which didn't sound so good. So the 
price had gone up and the weight had gone down since last year. As 
Mr. Alonzo Todd, the Minister, would say: 11Amazing~ Nay, 
incredible~ 11 

THE COST OF C .D . 

Commencing ne xt month , wit h our March issue, the cost of C. D. 
will ris e by two pence to 26p . There is no need , I know , for me to say 
how mu ch I r egret the increase, but the costs of all branc hes of 
producti on continue to rise and ar e entire ly beyond roy con t r ol. In fact , 
it s eem s t hat inflation in this lan d is entirely beyond anybody ' s contro l . 
It i s dep r essing and embarrassing for me . I suppos e that , whil e every
body expects and gets an increa sed income, more or less, every y ear, 
it i s just a way of life that pr ices follow suit . One can only carry on 
and hope for the be st . 

THE PRINCESS SNOWEE 1 S CORNER 

Mr . Tom P orter has sug gested that , each month , when s p a ce 



Page 6 

permits, we should devote a few lines to the adventures of the P rincess 
Snowee, and thoughts concerning her family . Cat lovers will hke the 
idea, and I expect the rest will smile to lerantl y. 

For this month's corner , I feel I must refer to the most beautiful 
Cat Calendar by Beverley Nichols. Natur all y we have it every ye ar . Jn 
t he text accompanying the Januar y picture , Mr. Nic hols writes: 

"Are cat - lovers snobs? Speaking for myself , the answer is 
definitely yes. Why ? Becau se I love grace . I am a ttr ac t ed by elegance 
and I respect the pride that goes with breed ing . And in case this sounds 
arrogant , let me suggest that all cats have these qual iti es . Not only the 
pampered beau ties of the drawing - room but their less fortunate sis ters 
in the shabby streets . To me they are all aristocrat s, and should be 
treated as such . " 

How beautifull y Mr . Nichols expresses it. 
THE EDITOR 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

DANNY'5 DIARY 
FEBRUARY 1929 

It has been a very cold F ebruary , and t he weather was really bit ter 
in the middle of the month . It rP.ally RP.tin on t hP. 11th , when t he re wa s 
keen frost over the whole countr y , and in Kent ther e was 13 degr ees of 
fros t . And then , for a week or so , lt got colder and 1..,older . The re was 
a shor tage of wate r in man y places , and big teams oJ har d wor kers kept 
t he roa ds clear of snow . r went down a hill on a sle dg e and couldn 't turn 
it at the botto m , so J cr ashed through a fen ce . Luck ily it was a very soft 
fenc e, and the fenc e s uffe r ed m ore than I did . 

In the Modern Boy , t he long Ken King series about Lhe gold m the 
sunke n Spanis h gall eon ha s continued and finally ended . Tt wa s Jim Daun t . 
the sailorman , who had t he se cr et of the tr easure , and in "Th e Lu ck of 
Dandy Pe ter" , Pete r managed to get the s ecr et . Then , in 11Sailing for 
Trea s ure" , both Ken King and Dand y Pe ter sought Lhe bars of gold , 
hidd en in the wreck of the galleon. 

"The Lost Galleon" brought the rivals to the galleon and the 
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t re asure , only to find themsel v es facing a giant octo pus . In "Fort une ' s 
Fa vouri te" , i t wa s Ken Kin g who at la st got the treasure , bri nging an 
exciting s eri es to a cl ose . 

Our King is con valescent after his illness , and ha s gone to 
Cr aigwell House in Bog11or, with the Queen , to tr y to build up his he a lth 
again. 

T he gloriou s series abou t the Greyfria rs chums in the States bas 
continued in the Magne t . I am loving every word of it . Th e month I s 
opening tal e is "Ha rry Wharto n & Co. in New York" . Coker is kidnapped 
and it i s Bunt er who r es cues him . Next , "Greyfr ia rs Chums in Chicag o' ' . 
Th i s one has Lord Maule vere r in the l ead . He puts pa id to some villai ns 
in Chicago . ' 

Next , "Held up by Band it s " , with Hurre e Singh putting t he sna ffle 
on the thie ves who hold up the train whi ch is speedin g west wit h our pals . 
And thi s pa rti cular wee k, the Magnet is 21 ye ars old . La st tale of the 
m onth i s ' 'Bunt e r 's Ama zaing Adve nture" . In San F r ancisco, Bunter is 
m is taken for Lord Mauleverer . 

All throug· h the month, they have conti nued to give away the me tal 
badges of fam ous ma kes of cars - mainly Britis h car s, for Britis h cars 
and m otor - bikes lead the world , and it's a love ly proud feeling . 

A new paper ha s come on the ma r ke t. It is called "The Thriller", 
and , so far , I have ha d it every wee k, thank s to my br other , Doug , 
buying 1t and pa ssi ng it on to me . The opening issue contains "Re d 
Aces " by Edgar Walla ce , and I liked it all rig ht . The second issue 
containe d "Lync h Law" by Hugh Clevely , whi ch is a tale of the under 
world of London . In the third iss ue is another Edgar Walla ce novel 
"Kenned y, the Con Man", which f eature s Wallac e' s famous detecti ve , 
Mr . J . G. Reader , and it is good , 

England ha ve won the As hes in Australia , and it ha s be en the 
fine st serie s of game s ever between the two coun t ri es . At the end of 
the mo nth the Dail y News gave away a big photogr aph of the Englis h 
team, and the .Nelson Lee Li brary is als o celebrati ng by giving away 
metal pictu r es of the s tar cricketers . They give three with each i s sue , 
and there is an alb um t o keep them in. The y a re fine . 

Two very good sto rie s in th.e Schoolbo ys ' Own Li brary thi s mon th. 
"Th e Get - Rich Qui ck Schoo lb oy" i s a l ong old tale about Fi she r T . Fish , 
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and "The Rookwood Rebellion" is about a kind of barring-out of the Juniors 
against Mr. Manders. This one was rea ll y the result of a Chris tm as 
holiday affair, though the Christmas part of it all has been left out . 

At the pictures this month we have seen Lon Chaney in "London 
After Micinight", a good thriller; Lillian Gish in "The Wind"; Ja ckie 
Coogan in "Buttons"; George 0' Brien in "Thre e Nava] Ra scals" (my 
favourite film of the month); Alice Terry in "Garden of Allah"; William 
Haines and Joan Crawford in "Eternal Youth"; Gloria Swan son in "Sadie 
Thompson" (from a Somerset Maughan short story); and a lo vely one , 
H. B. Warner, Alice Joyce, and Anna Q . Nillson m "Sorrell and Son" . 

Nothing in the Gem is by the rea l Martin Clifford these days . 
The first tale is "Taggles ' Bar ring-Out", a sequel to the final story of 
January; then two ta les "The Mystery of Spalding Hall" and "A Fortune 
at Stake". Ernes t Levison is kidnapped by a gang of ruthless crooks. 
His sister is a pupil at the new school. Finally "Two Forms at War" in 
which Messrs . Lathom and Linton quarrel , and their forms take sides 
with their masters . This one continues next month . 

On the las t day of the month the tramway sys te m at Gravesend in 
Kent was scrapped, and the services are taken over by the Maidstone & 
District Bus Co . I'm always sorry to see big changes like that . 

A boy violinist named Yehudin Menuhin has appeared in London, 
and his sensitive performance has brought him great kudos . His picture 
is in all the papers . 

One evening I went to the first house at New Cross Empire . The 
chief act , which occupied all the second half , was the appearance of an 
Australi an escapologist named "Murray" . I loved it . 

In the Popular "The New Recruit of Sampso n's Ranch" is the 
opening ta le of the Rio Kid . He makes a cowboy out of Captain Shack , 
the villain who shaghaied the Kid . The n ext tale is "The Man from Frio" . 
Cact us Pete , a ruffian who lmew the Kid m t he old days , turns up to spoil 
things for the Kid on the Sampson Ranch. 

Next we ek "Roped hl" 
1 

when Cactns Pete betrays the Kid to the 
Law. The Sampson bunch wants to stand by their pal , but the Kid gives 
himself up . Finally , "The Kid Wins Through" when the Kid rides to 
freedom. Great western stories . 

Also in th e Popular, the st . Frank's chums are in an African 
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se ria s, and the Gr eyfri ar s pals are at th e House of Pengart h, while Tom 
Merry & Co. are finishin g off their Christmas barring -o ut. 

In the Nel son Lee Libra ry. St . Frank's is on an educatio nal 
cruise in the Sch ool Ship , with Nelson Lee as the Hea dmas ter. They are 
now in Australia, and t he mon th' s first tale is "The Adelaide Test Matc h 
Sensati on'1, in which Willi am Napoleon Br owne, by m eans of the 
Adelaide Sentinel n ewsp aper , br ings off a huge hoax in connecti on wit h 
cricket. Next week , in "St . Frank ' s at t he Test Match" , Handforth has 
vowed to get the autogr aphs of all the Aus tr alian cricketers . The 
following week , "In Unknown Aust r alia" finds the chums st randed lik e 
Cr usoes in a valley wher e a visi tor . once be has entered the place , i s 
never all owed to l eave again . The chief of the valley is the Whit e Mas ter . 

The finaJ tale of the month is "The Valle y of Surpr isesn . Th e 
St. Frank ' s fellows are getti ng lots of exciting adventure s, but I should 
r.hink the educationa l part of the tour is a bit thi n . 
(EDITORIAL COMMENT : S. O. L. No, 93 , "T he Get - Ric h~Quick Schoolboy " was constructed 

from a few cha pters o f the m id-1 913 st ory " Uncle Fish" , in which Fish set up as a pawnbroker , 

followed by the entire 1912 r ed Magnet ta l e "T he Greyfr iars lnsur ance Co . " The latter was 

pr•oba bly the best Fish story , of this type, in the earlier Magnets . S. 0, L. No. 94, 11The 
Rookwood Rebellion" comp rised eight stori es from the Boys ' Fri end of January and Februa ry 

1922 , This seem s a lot, but the Roo kwoo d tales in 1922 were very sh ort in deed , occupying 
mu ch les s t han two B. F, pa ge s. 1t was a co ntrived series - a cr owd of j uniors kept at school 

th rough the Christma s vacation , owin g to an outbreak of influem.a , Written by a lesse r 
writ er it wo uld hav e been an absurdity , a nd , in fact, it was just that when a sub writ er pinched 

th e th eme for a dreadful Gem pair. T he first story of the s erie s about the rebelli on against 

Mr . Ma nder5 , who was .kept at school in c har ge of the juniors , was omitted , and a tale in the 

m iddle o f t he seri es wa s also c ut away, The series devel oped into a row bet wee n Mr . Man de rs 

an d Mr. Dalto n, 

The sctap ping of th e Gravesend tramw ay service is interesting as it was the very first 

abandonmen t of trams in the Gr eater London a rea . ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WANTE D: To buy or loan : C . D. issue containi ng art icle by Roger J enkins on Charles 
Hamilton 's m inor schoo ls stories which :i,pp,a:lre <1 i n the Roys' Fr ie nrl Llhra,y . Sorry , no numbe r 

or date. Also any p re- 1920 Hamilto n school st ories in "Plu ck" , "Vanguard" , Trapps Holmes 

co m ic s , etc ., and "Th e Man Without a Name" in "Gleam Supplement" dated 6th Febr uary, 

1902 . State pric e r equired . If l oaned , will return immediately after readin g. 

HOWARD PIPE, 23 STOKE LANE 

WEST BURY- ON- TRYM 1 BRISTOL, BS9 3DP. 
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bl A KIANA 
Conducted by JOSIE PACKMAN 

Well, here is the second part of our trip into the Occult as travellers with Sexton Blake , 

I do hope you enjoy it and if anyone wants to read this story it is available from my lending 

Library , 
I have also received two articles on the subject of Sexton Blake venms Sherlock Holmes 

which I propose to publis h in next month's Blakiana . My own opinion on this matter, 

especially regarding the remarks I made about snobbishness, referred not to Sherl ock Holmes 

hims elf but to the presenter of ''The Rivals of Sherlock Holmes" Sexton Blake was the greatest 

rival of all. After all is done and said, practicall y every one of those other detectives are 

long forgotten, just sh adows which appeared in a few magazines way back in the 1890 1s. Our 

Sexton Blake still lives. 

A DOG FOR DINNER bys . Gordon Swan 

Pedro as a prospective meal for two starving det ecti ves? It 
seems an unlikely contingenc y, but that was the situation t he noble hound 
found himself in during 1906 , at a t ime when both he and Tinker were 
comparative newcomers to the cast of the Sext on Blake Saga . 

The story which contained this epi sode is t o be found in U . J . 
No. 152 , "The Steward Detective" , by W. Murray Gr aydon . The Raja h 
of Jazelpur had come to London some time after an atte mpt by his 
1·ascally brother, Heera Beg , aided and abetted by a Russian spy, Serge 
Zouroff, to remove him from the throne. 

This was the result of a Russian plot. Yes, t he Russi ans were 
at it even in those pre-Soviet days, during the old Czarist regime . The 
sta t e of Jazelpur was near the northern border of India and the Russ ians 
wanted to get control of it so that they could have eas y access to India 
when the time was ripe for an invas ion. But the Rajah , Kumar Beg , was 
loyal t o the British Raj , so an atte mpt had been made by his brother , 
Heera Beg, to usurp the throne . 

In London the Rajah was kidnapped and members of bis entourage 
came to Sexto n Blake for help . Blake and Tinker succeeded in rescl.ting 
the Indian potenta te ; then the Foreign Office requested Blake to 
accompany the Rajah back to India on the liner Darjeeling . The 
detective was to undertake the journey unknown to His Highness, so 
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Bl ake and Tinker went abo ard a s stew ard and cabi n - boy respectively .. 
T he au thor show ed knowle dge of the duties of ships' stewards and the 
idio m relating to the ir various Jobs . 

The Rajah , while he mig ht have been loyal to the British Empire, 
was by no mea ns an amiab le cha r acter , A despot, he had much in 
common wit h the R ed Queen , pa rtic ularl y in his outbursts of "Off wit h 
hi s bead" when anyo ne displ e ase d him . Bot h Blake and Tinker fe ll foul 
of him on the voy ag e: Tin ker when the purser gave him a package to 
t ak e to His Highn e s s -- t he packa ge co ntained a deadly snake; Blake 
when , owing to an acc ident, he deposited a pla t e of steaming soup in th e 
R aj ah 's lap . 

Heera Beg was on board dis gui sed as a lascar; t he Rus sian 
masquerading a s one of the pa ss engers . In the Indian Ocean , after the 
ship bad weat here d a typh oon, t he Russian throw Bl ake overboard; 
Tinker jumped af ter him bea ring two lif e - belts and Ped ro followed . The 
vessel sto pped but searchers failed to find the de t ec tiv es , so the ship 
went on its way. Bla ke and Tinker, s upp ort ing Pedro for hours , we r e 
at t heir last ga sp when they spotted a crude r aft on which they climbed . 
Evidently this had been made by the crew of some other vesse l which 
had founde re d during the ty phoon , but the men aboard it must have been 
washed off . 

The detectives were not much better off . AU that they found on 
the ruf t we r e an ax e, a knife and a few mould y bi s cuits. There was n o 
wa t er . Thi rsty and hun gry, the y were in a sorry pligh t. Then Blake 
ca ptured a lar ge white bird t hat flew over them and t his helped to 
a ssuag e t he ir hunger . A rainstorm that blew up on one occa sio n gave 
t hem wa te:r to drink but they had no means of pre s erving any of the 
precious liquid . 

F or days they drifted . Blak e con trived to kill a shark with the 
axe but the inevit able see med only to be postponed. He had to restrain 
Tinker from jumping over boar d. Then came the sit ua tion referred to at 
the be ginning of this articl e -- whether to kill Pedro in order fo obtain 
food to survi ve . Blak e contemplated this, aband oned the id ea, then 
returned to i t in spite of Tinker' s prote sts . The blood hound would ha ve 
been s acrif iced had not the lad sighted a ship at the critic a l :tnoment . 

Th e vessel bel onged to an American millionai re and t ook Blake 
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and Tinker to Colombo where they encoun t ered the head steward who to ld 
them that there had been an attempt on the Rajah's life and tha t t he 
passenger believed to be Serge Zouroff had left the ship and a n ewc om er 
had come aboard at Colombo. Blake suspec ted this t o be Zouroff in 
imother disguise. 

It was arrange d that the chief steward should smuggl e Blak e and 
Tinker aboard that night . While the detec t ive was wa iti ng tha t even.tng 
he was attacked by a lascar . He was rescued by Tink er and Pedr o and 
the lascar proved to be Heera Beg . He was t aken in to cusf ·ody but would 
not betray his accomplice . 

Once aboard , Blake was astounded to hear tha t t he Rajah was 
dead . There was argument between the captain , who wan t ed to bur y th e 
body at sea, and the Rajah 's servants who wished to carry the remains 
to ,Jaz elpur. ThP. new paRRenger , Dr . Lamb rick , volunteere d t o examin e 
the corpse . Meanwhile , Blak e had entered the Rajah 's cabin and hid 
behind the curtain when he heard the captain and the doctor coming . A s 
the latter bent over the body of the Rajah Blake sprang from con cealmen t 
and wrested a thin steel weapon from the would-be assassin ' s gr ip . Th e 
doctor , who was indeed the Russian, took pois on and died. The Rajah's 
servitors then revived His "dead" Highness who had been given a drug 
which simulated dea th. 

Blake's mission was to have ended at Calcut t a , whe r e a military 
escort was to take over as guardian t o th e Rajah , but t he la tter persuaded 
the detectives to accompany him to Jazelpur, where they spen t a week's 
holiday . It was said that even Pe dro enjo yed hims elf , Perhaps he was 
celebrating bis escape from the fat e of providing a m eal for his masters. 

THE HOUSE OF THE HOROSCOPE by Raymond Cure 

Horo scopes are all the rage. Politi ci ans , film st ars and other 
celebr ities await th e conjunction of various planets to find wha t fate has 
in store for them . Tho usands follow the tid - bits in the daily and evening 
papers and Women's Weekly and woe betide the editor who neglects to 
ca rr y the horoscope figures , etc. 

Not that horoscopes were always on the go, more or less , less if 
anything in the twenties (1920 1 s) . Today people haste to te ll you tha t they 
are Scorpion or Gemini or whatever . • In case the reader is interested 
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l am TauruiS and what eve r you can ma ke of that you ar e welco me . Ma 
bemg a fortune - t elle r , clairvoya nt and cryst al gazer , I met some nice 
people in those circles between 1926 and 1960 . One thing I notic ed that 
whi l e they worke d out your destiny via the Zodiac their own destiny 
seemed h.l take t hem by su r pri se . Ma w rot. A to one of t he leading lights 
she knew fur a full horosco pe for me when I was fifteen; for a few years 
it was my bible t ill I found the Chri st ian Bible mad e a l ot more sense . 
Howev er , to see the ti tle acr oss a Union Jack No. llll , dated 1925, 
"House of t he Horoscop en awoke the dorman t in me. So le t us enter the 
hous e of the Horoscope . Take a good look at the wall pictures , black and 
white clrav.rings by J . H . Val da depict ing the exciting incidents we shall 
come across as w e wander aro und and every chap te r headed by a sign. 
Larg e prin t books in your loca l Libr ary include s ome called "Zodiac" 
eac h one a tale of pe ople bor n unde ·r one of the signs, which rev eals tha t 
Sexton Blak e and the Union Jack were leadi ng the way in 1925 . 

The author (Gilbe rt Chester) heads each chapter with a sign and 
its sigmJicance , not necessarily the Zodiac si gns, ta ke one chapter , 
Neptune - bnnger of fear, the chapter itself throbbing with stark fear. 
Chapter two, Jupiter , the befriender . Yseult Axell, the te rror stricken 
lady of chapter one finds a friend in chapter two, hence the headin g. 
The befriender being none othe r than Sexton Blake . So we can follow the 
tr ail, Mercury - t he torch-bearer of reason , Mar s - the fermenter of 
strife, Saturn - the planet of falls, Uranus - the destroyer, Lord of 
Altruism, Venus - the lady of love and good fortune ; each chapter works 
out it s theme in the course of the s tory. 

Imagining that as you go through the house of the Horoscope each 
si gn is a door in this house, you will then enter with a thrill of fear and 
lea ve with the lady of love and good fortune . As a bonus you will have 
the company of Sexton Blake and Tinker through each room - and that ' s 
no mean thing . 

The author appears to know his stuff as the centre pages of this 
copy of the Union Jack i s devoted to an article - "Astrology and Crime" 
written by him in which he sa ys : "It ma y be th ought tha t I have made 
Sext on Blak e, the mode rn, shrewd and hard -headed detectiv e conve rsant 
wit h astrology . It ma y be considered even more r emarkable that I 
should have made Wm resort to it as a mean s of solving the myst ery th at 
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confronted him . A little reflection however will ser ve to show that 
Blake's conduct was neither so extra-ordinary, nor s o far - fe tc hed a s it 
might appea r to be" . The author goes on to point out Lhat Lf ast ro logy 
had been made use of in the past by charlatry and impostu re then every 
detective should acquai nt himself v.rit h it . Actu all y the au thor wrote thls 
in 1925, in 1978 / 9 Astro logy i s mo re respectable (though still used to 
influence the gullible) and from the pages of the new pape r "The Scar" 
I quote :-

"Two hundred years ago S. Macdonald would have been burnt at 
the stake. Today the 51-year old ''Highland Seer " is still pur sued by t he 
police but for a different reason . He is helping the Nort hern 
Constabulary's mur der squad to locat e the bodies of the conh 'acio r ' s 
wife, Mrs. Renee McRae and her t hre e - year old son Andr ew, missing 
from their Invern ess home for two years. I feel convinced that both ar e 
buried near running water . I feel drawn to the mystery, friends of the 
McRae' s asked me to find out if the y were sti ll alive and l told th em 
NO. II 

He has my best wishes whether or not, but it pro ves my point 
that Astrology and the Occult are much more respec table today. 

The author of "The House of the Horoscope" had no need to fear . 
He had not demeaned our Sexton Blake by his use of Astrology . He has 
exalted him . After all , he put Sexton Blak e over fifty years ah ead of 
the police of 1978. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Nelson Lee Column 
ECHO OF JANUARY from Chas . Churchill 

I much enjoyed the delectable article by Mr . S . Gordon Swan in 
the Nelson Lee section of the January C.D ., regarding the stories by 
G. H . Teed in the N , L . Lihrary. I would like to add tha t there were in 
all five stories of the adventures of Dr . Mortimer Crane . These were 
as follows:-

No. 55, "The Man with Four Identities" 
No. 58, "The Crimson Disc" cont'd • .. 



No. 61, "Th e Golden Boomerang" 

No. 71, "The Clue of the Raincoat" 

No. 79 , "Th e Myst ery of t he Closed Door" 
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In the final story Cran e cam e to an en d by taking poison. The 

Bla<'k Wolf appeal'ed in No . 61 as well. It see rni:; strange that Mr . Teed 

.::;hould include her in one story only of ilns senes ab out Crane when s he 

had her uwn senes of stories, Afte r No . 61 it was ove r a ye ar before 

sh., appe ar ed agarn tin ro1".. 107 & 108 ) and this was then the en d of her . 

S}w JLIBt disappea1 erl from the sce ne and we never hea r d of her agam . 

BROOKS - SECOND S1GHT? by R J . Godsave 

It would almost see m that E S . Brooks possesse d a pro phetic 

se rond sight m tha t some of lu s St . Frank's stories which were pure 

fictio n in the 1920 's be came fact s many ye ars lat.er . 

P erhaps, th e Communist School series writte n at the end of 1921 

was the most outstanding exam ple . One ha s only to cast one's m ind ba ck 

to a ye ar or so ag o to re m embe r the sit- ms and other forms of stu den t 

p1 of.est whi ch were fronr page news . In 1921 Communi s m was , more or 

less, confined to Russia, and the idea that anything of that nature could 

ever happen in this country was laughable . 

In the 1970' s indu s tnal unrest , which often ends in strikes, has 

alm ost become a way of life due ma inly to the pressures of inflatio n . 

In March 1920 , Brooks wrote the 'School on Strike' series in which t he 

domestic staff at St. F rank ' s College came out on strike after the refusal 

of Sir Roger Stone, Chairm an of the Board of Governors, to gran t an 

inc r ease of 50% in their wages , in s pite of the cost of living having risen 

to we ll over 100 %. After the 1914-1918 war pric es were -running fairly 

high and the action of the striker s was backed - up by the junior sc hool. 

A tascinating series in which the juniors had to make their beds and 

at.tempt to cook the meal s mak es good reading . 

A few months ago a report app eared in the new spa pers of peopl e 

in Peru being lured to work in the Jungles by the pro mise of high wa ges 

and free transport . Tho s e who took advantage of thi s tempti ng offer so on 

found that they were virtua ll y s la ves , cut off from ci vilis atio n al most, 

and forced to dig for gold. Br ooks wrote tbe Dor riemore Is land series 
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in 1923 in which the St. Frank's party, falling foul of a Captain Hurricane , 
found themselves trapped, and forced to form additional chain gangs with 
those, mainly shanghaied sailors, already on the island . Again the aim 
was gold digging . With no wages to pay, and the supply of indifferent 
food , profits eould be high. 

These are a few examples of what could be called imaginati ve 
stor ies which have come true. 

WHEN IS A COINCIDENCE NOT A 
COINCIDENCE? by William Liste r 

Whether you beli eve in coincidence or not , there are times when 
things have the appearance of coincidence . 

Like the event of two years ago when, as I sa t down to read a st . 
F r ank's ta le in which our schoolboy heroes were embarking on an airship 
to adventures unlmown, there appeared overhead a large airship shaped 
balloon. 

Lots of neighbours turned out to view it along with myself , after 
which I returned to my "Nelson Lee" . 

No~ it wasn't a U .F .0 . It was some advertising gimmick - but 
to appear at that precise momen t, oh, boy l Of course , a thin g like that 
couldn't happen a second time, or could it? Let me assure you tha t it 
could - and it did . 

Only the other day while I was perusing the pag es of a 192 4 
''Nelson Lee " series , almost as my eyes aligh ted on No. 474 of 5th July , 
"A Schoolgirl's Word of Honour" , a T .V. discussion comme nced in which 
one of the Women ' s Lib. enthusiasts criticised the La dybird book 
producers, for us ing stories in which the ro le of little girls and women 
wer e played down to the advantage of the males. The gentleman concern ed 
assured the alarm ed lad y that new editions of Ladyb ird books would 
rectify this and mentioned that in one case even girl cricketers were 
fe atured. 

So there was t.his "coincidence thing ri again , and what a scoop for 
our Edwy Searles Brooks. Here was a 1979 book publisher endeavouring 
to pacify the alarm ed "Women's Lib . " spokesman, (or should I say 
spokeswoman) by letting her know that the new - look 11Ladybirds" would 
proceed to lif t the fictional fema le charact ers to higher heights - even to 
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the realms of cricket. 
Good for 1979 , but in my hand I was holding a 1924 copy of the 

"Nelson Lee" in which the girls of Moorfield School are engaged in a 
t hrilling cricket match with the St . Frank's boys ; and, what is more 
the Moorview girls turn ouL Lo be the winners. 

Now we are talking about fifty - five years ago. If I cou ld have 
banded my Nelson Lee through my T. V . screen I would have li ked to 
have dropped it on the lady's lap. 

I will admit t hat the Moorview girls only won by one run, but 
still the girls won ; and tha t in 1924 '. Good for Women ' s Lib. and good 
for Edwy Searles Brooks. 

But we 5't. Frank's fans always knew tha t E. S.B. was ahead of 
hi s day . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 153 - Schoolboys' Own Library No . 296 - "The Fo urth Form 
at R ookwo od" 

Many of the later Rookwood Schoolboys' Owns were little more 
than miscellaneous collections of odd stories , often from early days . 
It· is easy to recognise the origins of "The Fourth Form at Rookwood" 
because of the manner in which the character of Valentine Mo:rnington 
was handled. 

Mornington was originall y presen ted as a purse - proud sno b with 
a streak of unreliability and unscrupulousness, ofte n leading to vicio us 
ness . Th i s was cl earl y shown in the hare and hounds paper - chase , 
when he partnered Jimmy Silver as a hare and played all sorts o.f t ricks 
on him but eventually carried him home on bis back in a quixotic gesture 
to prevent both hares from being ca ught He was given a plac e in the 
Junio r football team as a reward 1 only to let the side down in bis usual 
unpredictable manner . 

The presence of a military camp at La tcham and t he special 
regard paid to soldiers suggests a story from the first wor ld -war , 
which again means a reprint from early numbers of the Boys' Friend . 
Jimmy Silve r dress ed up as a chap named Argent who invited the Modern 
juniors to send a footba ll team to play a non-existent Drummer Boys' 
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Eleven on April the first. This was a successful revenge for a trick 
played on the Classicals a week earlier. 

Leggett was a villain to fit all occasions at Rookw ood. He was a 
combination of Skinner and Fish , combining malice with avarice . In one 
sto ry he Lypeu a letter from a firm of solicitors for Tubby Muifiu , 
Inform i ng that fat junior that he had come into a fortune from his uncle . 
When Tubb y borrowed on the strength of his expectat ions, Legg etr 
obtained a rake-off , and all went well until Tubby's 'dec eased ' uncle 
pai d him ao unexpe cted visit at the school. On another occasion , Leggett 
took a bribe from Pankley to rald the Rookwood studi es and lea ve 
insulting messages fro m Pankle y behind, suggesting that the Bag shot 
3unior was so me sort of invisible ragg er . 

These earl y tales have a light tou ch and cover a v ariet y of 
themes ~ yet t hey are far from being mere tri vi alities . So far as I am 
concerned, Rookwood is the last cre ation of Charles Ham il ton that carries 
both a full realisation of t he author 's tal ents and that magical es sence of 
belief that can carry the re ad er away unquestioningly . I hav e to be in the 
mood for a Greyfr i ars or a St . Jim' s story , but when my eye lig hts upon 
t he bound set of complete Rookwood Schoo lboys 1 Owns I stretch out my 
hand without questi on. I am alwa ys in the mood for a Rookwooq. story . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REVIEW 

THE TOFF OF ST . JilVI'S Martin Clifford 
(Howard Baker: £12 ) 

Thi s is one of the Howard Baker "specials", and it is a beautiful book from any view 

point . All of these ''specials " bav e been good , but this one is arguably the best of the lot , It 
seems to me tbat produ ctfo n 1 down to the last detail , cannot be fault ed , and the c ontents are 

superb . One cannot but be impress ed by the dignity, the tidines s , and the solid stabili ty of 

t hes e old English papers , Just at the time wh en the Fitst World War was breaking out . Th ese 

were qualities which were lost as the war progressed, and they were never found again , Nothing 

that I have seen , in the pap e•"-prodn r.ed for young sters now , eve n remotely appro ach es what 

was on the mark et in m id- 1914 , 
A generous helping of no less than eleven 32-page blue Gems helps to make this volume 

a book to cherish for a ll time . 
Here we have the first two Talbot series . The first series, commencing with the famous 

one entitled "The Toff" introduces Talbot - handsome, inte lligent, a fine cricketer, and a 
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profess1onal thief. He is reLognised by Joe Frayne , who himself had been re sLued from 

London s uoderw otld. Hookey W ,i,lker takes his first bow, His unworthy shadow was to fall 

ai..ross ooiens more tal es as th e ye.ti s went by. Tom Metty bec ome5 Talbot s closest friend. 

Th e fh st seri e$ omp n sed four stori es, At the end we were told , "Tal bot was not seen again 

a.• St Jim s". Whethe r t he St , Jim 's saga wo uld have been better had the auth or meant what 

he s:d d u; iil q uestion 7ou an a nswer fo,; V"'U! elf. I ha v e: h..rped on the point m many articles 

Ill C. D, down the yean , 

At an/ rwt e thr ee months l;;.ter Talbot w;u b.lck. He earned "The King 's Pardon" for 

saving .i tz-oop trai n from disas te1, w t:nt to the New House as a. bootboy fora while , and then 

won the Foundation Schol arship and re -j oined the Sc hool House as a star pupil , The second 

series " Ompri sed three stories . 

The:re Lan b.irdly be an 1 question th .. t these iirst two Talbot series were the best of all 

those about t he sc hoolboy Raffles . Martin Cllfford never reac hed quite tbe same beigbts with 

Talbot ag,1.in , and later on the sub writers were to re - hash Talbot 's past over and over again. 

But nothmg can dim the glory of these opening senes . 

A story of some irony in the book is ''Monty Lowther 1s Mistake". Lowther loses his 

heart to Hen Sc hneider 's niece , but Lowther guys the Herr tn a school play , and breaks the 

young la dy 's heart , She never even spoke to Lowthe r again and he groaned over losing the 

fair German lass , The date? August lst 1 1914, 

Three more tales tell of the holiday party at Eastwood House - Tom Merry 's last 

summer holiday before the war alte1ed everything, Lumley - Lumley made one of his last 

a ppearan c es in the fitst of the three . And the ubiquitous crook of early days, Capta in Pynte r , 

is"On the sc ene to bring us happy memories of what used to be, 

Chumgum 1s Ci rc us, plus Billy Bunter , turns up in the second holiday tale , and in the 

third yarn Blake a nd Co. lose Study No. 6 to the bla ck sheep , Levison , with his cr onies . It 

is Lowther - not Manners - with a camera who ge~ a snap of the blades pla ying cards in their 

new stud y and makes them give No. 6 back to it s own ers. 

There is another little item to end ear this volum e to sentimental readers . Instalments 

of a seri al by Clive Fenn are illustrated by either J, Louis Smythe or Wakefield - their work 

was ve1y similar , a nd I would not be surprised ii Wakefi eld modelled himself on the great 

Smythe . Th e pi c tures are fascinating . 

An excellent book ! Happy reading, 

* * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
FOR SALE: Magnets 321, 350 , £2 . 50 each; 512 , 1101, 1124, £1.50 each, G .H.A 's 1929, 

1935 , 1939 , 1941 , £4.50 each. All above good condition, Magnet reading copies : 230 , 259, 

397,424 , 427, 1113, £5 . SO the six . 'Sc ien c e Fiction Art ' (£2, 95) and 10rigin of Marvel 

Comics ' (£6. 95) ; as new U . 00 the two , All items plus postage , 

BECK, 29 MILL ROAD, LEWES, SUSSEX, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
SALE: B. 0, P's Vol. 1, Nos. 1 - 14. Details of condition, etc., from CON CHAR, 

13 COTTON ST., CASTLE DOUGIAS 1 KIRKCUDBRlGHTSHIRE. 



Page 20 

BIOGRAPHY OF A SMALL CINEMA 

No . 59 . A WOMAN'S FACE 

Our opening programm e brought , 

from M,G. M ,, in glowlug Tec hnico lo r , 

Fred Astaire and Lucille Bremer in 

"Yolanda and the Thief" , Another 

Te c hnicolor item in t he same b ill was the 

newest Tom & JelT}' cartoon "Cat Fishing ". 

Ther e are also two documentary items in 

tba t programm e whi c h intrigue me all 

these y ears la te r. One was "The Voi ce 

that Thrilled t he World" . r wonder whose 

voice it was • • Melba 's? Car uso' s? I 

C!ln't remember at a ll , The ot her item 

was "Remember When ?'' Th a t title makes 

one think that the nostalg ia c raz e might 

even have been starting the n , But I have 

long forgotten , 
Next week brought , from M . G.M . , 

my favourite of all Joan Crawford films -

"A Woman 's Face" . It was sheer melo

drama, but great, gteat entertainme ·nt , 

with a nailbiting finish . I loved most 

Crawford pictures , and admired a fine 

artist . 
A co loured cartoon in the same bill 

was 111 only have Eyes for You". 

Next week , Warner Bros, sen t us 

John Garfi eld in "Forevel' in Love" , which 

was proba bly good like most Garfield films . 

A Tom & Jeny coloured ca rtoon in that bill 

was "The Bodyguard". 

Nex t a double - fea ture programme : 

from Warner 's came Ida Lupino in "Pillow 

to Post " and fro m M, G, M. the support ing 

film was John Hodiak and Lucill e Bali in 

"Two Smart People" , I have a not e that 

the scri pt of t he lat te r film was by Lesli e 

Charteris . A c olo ured Droopy cartoo n in 

th e same bill was 1'Hound . Hunte is ". 

Tbe nex t programm e looks very 

in t eresting inde ed , t hough I have long 

forgott en it , The main feat ure , from 

M. G. M. , was Robert Young in "Flo ri an " 

whic h l have a fe eling was fam ous in its 

day. In support , from Warner 's , was 

"Okay for Sound " Whic h was an hoUl'- long 

docwnenta1y tel lin g of the co mi ng of the 

t a lkie s , and m ust hav e been as int eres tin g 

as such thin gs a lways d re, A Passing 

Par:ade wa s "Magi c on a Stic k" , an 

intr iguing ti tl e, a colo ure d Fitzpaakk 
Trav el talk was 11Meditenanean PoI"tS of 

Call" , and a coloured cartoon was "She 

was only an Acrobat's Daughter" •. 

Next week , a delightful film from 

M.G. M. : Butc h Jenkins in "Boys ' Ranch" . 

There we1'e tw o short dramas (about thirty 

minutes each ) entitled "Drunk Dri v ing" 

and "Star in the Night" in the bill which 

included a Tom & Jeny coloured cartoon 

"Part-Time Pal ". 

The following week brought a 

double ~feature programme: Butch Jenkins 

in "Littl e Mr. Jim" from M. G. M. , and 

Joan Leslie in "Too Young to Know" from 

Warner Bros. There was a coloured cartoon 
in the bill , I see , but its name is not 

recorded. 

Then , from M. G, M. , Marga r et 

O'Brien , Lionel Barrymore, Lewis Stone , 
and Edward Amold in "Thre e Wise Fools" . 

A co lour ed cartoon was II Swoone r Crooner" . 
Now M . G . M. re -i ssued th eir 

ma gni fice nt pro duc tion from th e C1'0nin 

book "The Citade l", starr ing Robert Dona t 

.. 



.1nd Roso1,lind Russell and we gave 1t a 

welc ome , eturn date . (M C . M. had not 

b e en too l u...ky 1n the pic twes m.1.de at 

th eir British st udio s, but t her£ were three 

big hits this one., "The Citadel" - the 

unforgcttabl i, ''Goo d- bye. Mr , Clups " 

both of these Wt:! played twice - an d , 

later on "I vanhoe" whi c.h was on e of ow 

la st films,) A <..Oloured cartoon with "The 

Ci tadel" was '1 Red Hot Ra ng ers " . 

Next , ftQro M. G . M., an exc ellent 

psych ological thrill er , wluch was t2k en 

fr.om a popula r nove l of the ti me : Lana 

Turner 1n "T he Postman Always Rings 

Twice" 
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To wind up tha t term ca me , from 

M . G. M., Van Johnson and Pat Kirkwood 

in "No Leave - No Love" , which sounds 

as th ough it m ight have been a bit t ame . 

But I'm sure there was no thin g tam e abou t 

"K eys-tone Hot el " , anoth er of the splendlrl 

coll ec tio ns of sequen c es from early Ma c k 

Senne tt Keystone Comedies - these came 

fr.om Warn er, a nd were always a smash 

hit . A colo ur ca rtoon in that bi ll was 

"I'm a Big Shot Now". 

(ANOTHE R ARTICLE IN THIS 

SERIES NEXT MONTH ) 

* * ~ * * * * * • * • t * * ~ * * * - * ~ ~ • ~ * * ~ ~ • * * 
( OUR CLA SSIC SERIAL from early in the Ce ntury , well ov er seven ty yea rs ago.) 

THE MISADVENTURES OF MARMADUKE 

"G~ea t snak es ! '' ejacul a ted Figg ins , 

"What's that ? " 

Figgins & Co. had c ome in whi le 

Blake was gone to the village , a nd t hey 

were in th e q uad, and they im mediately 

spotted the c hief of the Schoo l House 

jun iors as be mar ched his pri soner in. 

"One of ' em 's Blake" , said Kerr , 

surveying the muddy pa ir. "The other 

might be the wild man from Born eo . " 

"Let 's go and inquir e , " sugg ested 

Fatty Wynn . 

And Figgins & Co , bore down on 

th e School House juniors . 

"Hallo , Blake ! 11 sa id Figgins 

genially . "Wh a t 1s the gam e ; and where 

did you pick th at up?" 

"It' s a new kid , 11 explained filak e . 

"I promised Kildare to bring it straight to 

St, Jim 's , and it didn't want to com e. 

Behold the result! 11 

"Does that object bel ong to your 

house ?" 
"Kil dar e says so ." groaned BL-ike. 

" Its name is Marmaduke Smythe , and it ' s 

a millionai re from Petti c oat Lane , " 

"Fellow, how dare you ! " 

excla im ed Marmaduke, "My father is 

Sa muel Smythe , the millio naire, and I 

sh a ll write t o him abo ut this o utrage . 

Yo u will all be sever e ly pun i shed . " 

Figgins sta l'ed, and then chuc kled . 

"You ' ve. got som e funny mer c hants 

in the Sc hoo l Hous e , but thl s is the fun niest 

of the bunch . I should drown it if I were 

you . It 's whlffy, too . Ta ke it in and 

wash It - do! 11 

"Walk up , gents ! 11 ex c laimed 

Kerr, in imitati on of a showm a n . 11Com e 

and see the lat est addition to the School 

House menagerie ." 

"Ob , cl ear off ! 11 said Blake 
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,•ros sly, "Get out o f t he way , you New 

Ho use ca ds. 11 

"Wall< up! " y elle d Figgins . "Come 
a nd see the latest - ooch t " 

Blak e had collared the New House 

chief , Blak e was redolen t of the deep , 

slimy ditch , and gra c efu ll y festooned with 

fungus like the new boy . H e wasn't 

pl easant a t c lose quarters . a s Figgins soon 

found . 

"Get awa y! " gasp ed Figgins , 

"Chu ck it ! 11 

Blake gr inned , an d hugged his old 

enemy as if he loved him . Mud and slim e 

was tra nsferred to the pe r~on of Figgins . 

With a despe ra te wrenc h , Figgins 

tore himself awa y. 

"I'll sca lp you for th is! " he yelled 
furiously , 

"Co m e on , th en , " sai d Blake , 

da rting at him. 

But Figgins had had enou g h. He 

sc uttled away, and the Co , , equally 

desirous of avoiding Blak e 's ·embrace , 

followed their leader . Blak e , laughing , 

r eturned to Marm aduke , and marched him 

on to the School House . 

"Come on, Marmy ", he said . 

" I'm going to show you to Kildare to prove 

that I 've kept my word , a nd then you can 

go a nd cl ean yottrself , Tbi s way . 11 

"I refuse to c ome with you . " 

"Oh ~ come a long , fathead ! " sa id 
Bla ke , Seizing Marmad uke by th e c oll ar , 

he ran him int o the Sc hool H ouse , a nd 
along t o Kilda re 's stud y. 

The Capta in of St . Jim' s was at 

home , and his 1.:heery voic e ba de Blake 

ent er. The j mrlor pro pe ll ed the sq uirm ing 

Marmad uk e ioto the ro om . Her ri es hung 

behind, ~ inni ng. 

Kil dar e was seated a t his table, 

working out a mathema tic al proble m. He 
fo rgot a ll about m athe mati cs at th e sig ht 

of th e stran ge obj ect propell ed int o hl s 
roo m . 

doi ng ?" 

upset ? '' 

"Bla ke . W hat hav e you be en 

"Fa llin g int o a dit ch~'' 

"T hat c annot be the new boy? " 

"It 's the very ident ic al a rti c l e . 11 

"Wh a t has happ en ed ? Did the ha ck 

"No , 1 belie ve th e bac k 's a ll ri ght . 
You told m e to brin g thi s me rchant strai ght 

t o St. Jim 's, didn 't yo u?" 
"Y es , but •a " 

"Tha t' s w hat I've done . He did.n 1t 

want t o c ome in th e ha c k , Wa sn 1t goo d 
enough for him , Wante d t o go a round 

sea rching for something else . I 

remembered yo ur instructions , and 

bundled him in head first . 11 

"I never instructed you to do any 

thing of the kind," gasped Kilda re , not 

knowing whether to la ugh or to be angry . 

"How did he ge t into this state ? 11 

"He bolted from the ha c k, We 

both t ook a tum ble in the ditch . Look 

ni c e , don ' t we ? But I've brought him safe 

to St, Ji m 's, Kildare . Thought I'd please 
you , 11 

Kilda re la ughed involuntaril y. 

"Now you 've brought him sa fe ly 

her e , tak e him to a ba t h- roo m an d c l ea n 

him , an d get hi m a c hang e of cloth es , 11 

"Right you a re ! " 

" Stop ! '1 yelled Marm aduk e , "Let 
in e sp eak!" 

"'What is it , Sm ythe ?" 

"I hav e bee n tr eat ed outrage ously , 

I am th e son of Sm yth e , the m i ll io naire , 



I understand you are the ca ptain , or some 

t hing in this school , and have some 

autho ri ty , 11 

"Yes 1 tha t' s about right . 11 

"Then 1 insist you immediately 

punish tha t insolent boy, 11 

Kildare sta red a t h im . 

"Do yo u bea r '!" snapped 

Mar maduke . ' 'He has been most inso lent , 

I am a customed to be ing tTeated with 

r espe1..t, Punis h h1m a t once .'' 

Kildare sat down , 

"Take him away and clean him , 

Blake ," 

'' I insist -- " spluttered Marmaduke . 

But Bfake 1s strong grip on his c ollar 

c ut him short , Blake propelled him out of 

the study as he had propelled him in to it , 

a nd the door closed, Kildare returned to 

hi s problem , and Blake marched 

Marm a duke off to a bath - room , 

"This is a ni c e jo b to give m e , " 

he growled , 11 I thought I should be able 

to turn the obj ect over t o Kilda re , and 

have don e wit h it. Get me some c lean 

cl othes , Hemes , old m an, ther e 's :1 gnO<i 

kid , and get something to shove on 

Marm a duk e , too , His box hasn 't c ome , 11 

" Righ t - ho! " sa id Herries , 

Blake bundled Marm aduke into a 

bath - room. He turned on a ta p , and a 

bath was soon filli ng with steaming water , 

"G et those filthy thin gs off and 

tumble into that ! 11 he directed . 

"Shan ' t ! 11 

"You 'll go in cloth es and all , 

th en!" 
Marmaduke c aught the glea m in 

Blake 's eye , and thought he had be tte r 

obey , He sull enly began to stTip, 

Herries came a long with a change 
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of clothe s, Blak e was glad enough to 

bath and change , and even the sullen 

Marm aduke felt better for his wash. He 

had to dress in the odd garm ents Herries 

had found for him , and th ey did not meet 

wi th his approv,1.l, A very old pair of 

Norfolk knicke~, much too short for him , 

with stockings too large , looked rather 

odd In conj unc tion with canvas tennis 

shoes , and a light - striped cricketi ng shirt , 

But , as Herries remarked, he had to take 

what he could get , and ought to be 

thankful for it , 
111 won't wear those things! " he 

declared flatly , 
"All right! 11 ~aid Blake serenly, 

"You can put on your wet clothes , or stay 

in the bath till yo ur box arri ves , for a ll 

I care , Only tha t hack may be a n hour 

y et , a nd I don 't see who 's going to unpa c k 

for y ou..and get you a change of togs . 1 

jolly well won 1t ! 11 

"Get rne some better cl othes ! 11 

"Ca n 't be did! We don't ke ep a 

sec ond- hand cl othes department here , " 

" Your Sunday c lothes would suit 

me very well, 11 

"Manny, you ' re too c ond escending . 

I 've done all I' ve bee n told to do , Now 

I'm finish ed , and you 1re on y our own . 11 

Blake finished dressing , and 

walked awa y wi th He rri es , 

"It 's rotten, 11 said Herri es . 

"We 've got to have him in our study . If 

he doesn 't chang e a bi t , we can make 

No , 6 to o hot to hold hi m. " 

Blake grinned. 

"Hallo! He 's decided to clothe 

hi mself after all . " 
Marmaduke came along the 

co rri dor array ed in his odds-and - ends of 
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rai men t. H e was look ing sava ge , and his 

ap pearance wa s decidedly -0dd. He went 

into th e hall , an d, as luck would have it, 

met Mr , Kidd , the master of the School 

House, coming in. 

The ho usemast er stared at the quee r 

figure in amazement . 
"Who are you , boy?' ' he demanded . 

Marmaduke sta red at him . 

"Who are you?" he retorted , "You 

shou ld not question me in that hectoring 

tone . I dislike it , and I decline t o answe r 

your impertinent question , " 

It took 1'1r. Kidd some moments to 

gr~sp this . Jvrarma duke turned to walk 

away. The housemaste r stepped after him 

and took a grip on his ear , a nd twisted him 

round. 
"Do you know who I am boy?" he 

thundered, 

"No, I don't, an d I don't want to , 11 

snarled Marmaduke , 

"I am your housemaster . Are you 

the new boy? 11 

h ere .'' 

"Yes . I wish I had never come 

"What is your name?" 
"Find out! 11 

"Ah.!" sa id Mr. Kidd . "Your 

na me is Marmaduke Smythe , I th ink . 11 

"Yes, it is. Let me go , you low 

fellow , " 

Mr . Kidd ma rc hed Marmaduke 

away . A few momen ts later the swish of 

a c ane and howls of anguish pr oce eded 

from Mr. Kidd 's study . Marmaduke 

Smythe was receiv ing h.is fhst less on. 

(Anoth er Instalment of this Old , Old 

tale next month . ) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The Postman Called (Interesting items from the 

Editor's letter-bag) 

H. A. OWEN (London): In answer to Mr. Lofts in Collectors Dtge st -
December - the White Chief of the Umyimoubu Kaffins appeared in 
"Every Boy 's Annua l " for 1885 . It appeared in twelve instalments with 
illustrations and was by Major-General A . W. Drayson , R .A . It is one 
of the first books I remember buying abou t fifty-four years ago, second
hand at about 1/ - I should t hink . I sti ll have it. 

R . MOIR (London): Hearty congratulations on a superb Annual - sheer 
delight from beginning to end. The cover drawing was magnificent. How 
few publications these days go for a seasonable December cover~ 

N . GAYLE (Budleigh Salterton): I have r ecently bought a batch of old 
C .D's and have been reading them thro ugh with much delight . 
Congratulations to you for writing one of the funniest pie ces that I've read 
in yea r s ; I tried to r ead it out al oud to my wife , but failed mis erably 
three times , becoming convulse d with laugh ter on each occasion~ • •• I'm 
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re fer ring to your editori al 'Anyone Wanl a Steamroll er?' in C. D . , 

No. 258. It was hilari ous . What about a 'repeat spot' in C . D . where 

you could r eprint i tems such as the s e which have proved popular in the 

past? l'm sure 1t would go down well . Afte r all, we now have thirty 

ye ars of ma teri al to choose from. How say you , skipper? • .. 

G • HUDSON (Durham ): I was interested m the Biggies article in the 

December C.D. I acquired a book not l ong ago , "Biggies Looks Back" 

which r epudiates the su gges ti on that Bigg ie s was a woman- hater - in 

fact 1t pointedly state s quit e the opposit e , and shows that his indiffe re nce 

to - and not hatred of - women was the result of his love for one 

particular woman whom he never forgot . Pe r haps rathe r unusual for a 

Biggl es story . 1 have not read the book yet but I hope to do so tn t he 

very near future and will try and l et you have a not e on the subject . 

I am at pres ent readin g Bill y Bunter at Butlins. One thing ha s 

st ru ck me dur ing this and i t was Fra nk Rich ards' regular use of the 

ter m "footpad" . I cannot recall seeing this wor d used by any other 

writer . I suppose in the time less ne ss of t he majority of the Gr eyfriars 

storie s the word fits in very easil y , but som ehow in this pa rticular s tory 

it seems a bit of an ana chroni sm - much in the same way I suppose as 

to day 's equivalen t but awful word "mu gger" would have been out of place 

in a st ory of the 1960's . However , this in no way detracts from the 

enjoyment of the story itself. 

R . BLYTHE (Kingsbury) : Another exce ll ent Annual. I reall y must get 

down to a serious article on the Nelson Lee for the next edition . Nick 

Gayle 's article this year is first - cla ss . Ju st a bit too fanciful for me , 

but very readable. He certainl y has a good imagination . As good, ID 

fact, as E.S .B . hims ell - and one can't give higher praise than that . 

ALEX STANDEN (Heaton Chapel) : Some readers , as I know , switched 

to Thriller fr om Union Jack when the former paper first appeared . I 

took the Thri ll er as well as U. J . for a time, and then got fed - up with the 

yarns wr itte n by so-called "big name s " which were often inferior to 

those of Union Jack. 
Even the U .J. authors , when writing for Thriller, seemed lost 

without Sexton Blake, except perhap s for Edwy Searles Brooks , no doubt 

pleased for a new magazine to write for , after the finish of the Nelson Le e. 
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l still pr efe rr ed Detec tive Weekl y, when it repla ced U .J ., to 
Thriller. 

TOM PORTER (Gradley Heath ): What a marvellous Annual you have 
given us again . When I have read it all , it will take its pla ce in the 
appropriate booksheJi alongside the other 31 . Incidentall y, I wonder 
how many enthusiasts possess all 32 volumes? 

C. OLIVER (Newcast le): I would like you to know how delighted I am 
to see in your editorial to the Annual the photograp h of Excelsior House . 
It is ni ce to s ee the home of the magazine and th e Annual that provide us 
with so much readi ng enjoymen t and happy m emories of our youthf ul 
re ading . 

W . THURBON (Cambridge): I was inter ested in Mr . Rowe1 s articlP. on 
"Chuc kles " . I took it irregu larl y from its first publi cation tmtil the 
seria l "Adventure Island" began . I then took it regularl y until alm ost 
the last insta lments of "Adventure Island" when I turned to other thing·s . 
I was always sorry I neve r finished "Adventure Island" . I thoug ht it at 
the time the best "Desert Island" story I had read . Whethe r I should 
think so now is ano ther matter . But I enjoyed it the n. I am glad to be 
reminde d of the author , whose name I had forgotten . Who was Harry 
Revel ? The two serials I r ecall most are , apart from "Adventure 
Islandn , Reginald Wray's " Phan tom Gold" , which owerl a very great deal 
to Rider Haggard , and a space t ravel story whose title and author I 
forget , but whic h I liked ve r y much at the t ime . Can Mr . Rowe tell us 
what this was? Str ange ly enough I can still reca ll the name of t he 
Mart ian spaceship , "Ram alia" or 11Raymali a" or "Ramaylia" - 1 am s ure 
of the name , but not now of the spelling . I agr ee with your editorial 
doubts about Charle s Hamilton having wr it ten the Council School stories -
my dist ant remem brance of them is that they were not in t he Hamil ton 
style . On t he other han d the Claremont stories by "Prosper Howard" 
were much more in Hnmilton' s style . I now re alis e they were by a 
Hamilton substitute wr ite r . 
(EDITORIAL COMMENT : My gra teful thanks to the writers of many dozens of le tters exp ressing 
pleasure with the l atest C . D. Annua l , Tt may be possi ble to quote from a few of them next 

mon th . ) 
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News of the Clubs 
LONDON 

The first mee ting to be beld at the new Waltham st ow r endezvous 
wa s an unqualified success and those present were unanimous in their 
praise for such a conviVial meeting held in delightful surroundings. 

F ro m the chair , Eric Lawr ence re ad the articl e that Bill Evans 
had contributed to the De cember is sue of Ken t Life and which was 
entitled "Kingsgate : 'Hom e' of Billy Bunter''. A pho tost at copy of the 
ar ti cle was provided by Maurice Corket t of Sidcup. 

Josie Packman conducted a fiendish Sexton Blake Authors and 
Characters quiz and the winner was Bob Bly the . The latter then went on 
to read extracts from the December 1962 newsletter which told of the 
Christmas meeting at Brian Doyle's residence . He also read extracts 
from the January 1963 issue . Later on, Bob read a couple of chapters 
or so from the Nelson Lee Lib r ary number 24 , New Series. This 
reading came from the story 11Handforth' s Iron Hand". The reading of 
Bill Thurbon 1 s t rea t ise that he gave at a Cambridge Club meet ing seems 
to bring out the theme of Don Webster's talk of last month and which 
dea l t wi th the repetition of themes by the authors . Bob Blythe's reading 
was an example of this as in a pre vio us Sain t F ra nk's reading the theme 
was almost the sa me . Handf orth getting mixed up with the ide ntities of 
Irene Manners and Dor a, the girl that Irene sent to look after Hand y. 

Mary read her r eview of the new book abou t Biggles by James 
Pearson . Winifred Morss conducted a quiz and Eric Lawrence was t h e 
wmner Four copies of "Scho ol Cap" wer e added to the m isce llaneous 
sectio n of t.he clu b's library and Roger Jenkins gave informat ion abou t 
t his post --w ar boys' paper . 

Winifr ed Morss was the ar chitect of the te a-m alting and was 
assisted by the othe r ladi es presen t. 

Brian Doyle spoke of the proposed full page spread in the Guard tan 
on the centenary of the Boys' Own Pape r . 

Next meet ing on Sunday, 11th February . Full details of ven ue 
will appear in the February issue of the newsletter. 

BEN WHITER 
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)\'1.eet ing held ~3th Januar y, 1979 . 

Th ere was nearl y a full ca s t of r egu lar s to gre et th e New Ye a r, and 
the tim e pa s s ed so quic kly nnd cnj oyably that more than one intended it em 
had to be held over . 

Darrell Swift , our serendipity specialist, had acquir ed a mint run 

of Magnet s from 1909 which he expo s ed to our enviou s ga ze; he also told 
us of his trip to I Courtfield' in Ruislip. Secretary Geoffre y read out a 
couple of press cut tings , one of which (from the Hudd ersfie ld Examiner) 
was typical of the ignorance - one uses the word in its mos t exact 
s en s e - wit h which the popular press still write about Cha r les Hami lt on . 
Harry Barlow , who had br ought the cutting , t old us he had wr itte n a r eply 
to the paper and wa s awaiting its outcom e. Chairman Geoff r ey read 
another press cutti ng, of a rather more informed natur e , s ent to us by 
June Arden .. 

Chairman Geoffrey , with th e news of England' s vic to ry in 
Australia still fresh , also read a recent article from 'The Cricketer' 
about the playing career and the cricket writing of our late President , 
P . G . Wodehouse . It was suggested that cricket literature became 
immensely the poorer when PGW turned to other fields of work. The 
article showed a full familiarity with PGW' s school stories and ended 
with a charming quote from that rarity 'The Swoop' - "Stop Press: Fry 
not out 104; Surrey 148 for 7 . A German army landed in Essex this 
afternoon. '' 

' For ty Years On' sa ys the Harrow Scho ol Song ; and it comes as 
something of a sho ck to r e alise that the dawning of 1979 brings us to the 
fort i eth yea r since World War Il began, and both Gem and Magnet enjoyed 
th ei r last full year of publication . The theme of our qui z wa s "How well 
do you r em ember 1939 ?" and it would appear that the sharpe st 
r ecolle ctions are those of Bill Williamson - or perhaps th e rest of us 
ar e j ust a good deal more youthful ~ Bill s c01.'ed 17 out uf 25 , the 
questions ranging from the name of the French Premier to who won the 
Cup Final , and where did the Famous Five spend Easte r ? 

Next m onth : a t alk by Jack Allison , and a stor y , wri tten , we are 
all delig hted to l ea rn , desp ite hi s cont inu ing illn ess , by Ron Rh odes . 

JOH NNY BULL ---
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BOB BLYTHE WRITES : 

In connection with the Midland Club report of last month to the 
eff ect that l was a membe r of the Friars Club, sev eral O . B . B. C . 
members have asked me if the report is true . 

In view of my position ns co- founder of the London O . B . B. C . , 
m y loy altie s li e entire ly wit h them , and not wit h the Friars Club. 

If people wis h to belong to the Friars Club , which is, in effect , 
a Howard Baker appreciation society , th at is their privilege . Good luck 
to them and to Howard Ba ker, who is doing an excellent job, but - and 
thi s is the point I wish to stress - I am not a member. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
MATCH OF THE DECADES by Ernest Holman 

Explana t ion: This 1s the Repor t of an International Match between the 
Northcliffians of Amalgamated Press ·ud . from Eng lan d (AP) and the 
Dundee School of D. C . Thomson & Co. Ud . from Scotland (DS). It was 
played for the Championship of "The Boys' Story Paper Weeklies" and 
lasted from 1st J'anuary , 1921, until 31st Decembe r, 1940. The Arena 
was the National Bookstall and the Referee was Father Time . Your 
Match Reporter is Ernest Holman, who gratefully acknowledges the 
sources from which the necessary information was obtained, namely 
"The Comple te Catalogue of Old Boys' Books " by Derek Adley and Bill 
Loft s and ''King of the Cas t le" by John Geal in Collectors' Digest Annual 
1973 , 
Befo re the Mat ch: AP had a very lon g practice session of more than 25 
ye ars. They launche d MARV EL in 189 3, added a few more by the turn 
of the Cent ury and had reached double figures (allowing for starts and 
stops) before Edward ' s Reign had ended. Although the war year s were 
to see a few cas ual ties , AP had a Team of 12 in an unopposed field in 
1914 . They actually started a new Publication , NE LSON LEE , in 
19 15 - but by the end of hostilit i es their number had fa ll en to 6. With 
Lbe eai:;i:ug uf paper r·aliouing and aware of distant rumblings in Scotland, 
AP took the bit be tween their teet h and launched 10 new weekly Story 
Papers in 1919 . A certain amount of di scomfort resulted but with adroit 
adjustment AP were able to muster a te am of 15 with which to start the 
March at the beginning of 1921. The players were: All Sports (born 1919); 



! g!:' 

noys 1 Cinema (19 Hl ); Boys' Friend (1895); Boys' Realm (191 9); 

Foo tb all and Sport s Fav ourite (1920); Gem (1907); Greyfriars Herald 

(19 1 9; ; Magnet (19 08) ; Marvel (1893); Nelson Lee (1915); Nugget 

Weekl y (1920); Popular (1919); Sports for Boys (1920); Union J ack 

(1894); Young Britain (1919) . DS had no Team availabl e when the Match 

kicked off. 
First Half (1/1/21 - 31/12 /30): Despite having the fie ld to them se lves , 

AP were soon in trouble . Greyfriars Herald became Boys' Herald, 

Sports for Boys went into All Sports and Nugget Weekly was incorporated 

- with Marvel. DS seize d th ei r advantage and sent Adventure into the field. 

There was opposition for AP at last and the Match took on an interesting 

aspec t. 1921: AP 13 - DS 1. Severa l variations were now noted in the 

pattern of play. Boys' Herald was the next to go into Marvel, only for 

Marvel it se lf to be consumed by the new Sport and Adventure . Still with

in the year , the latter Paper took the name of Pluck. Sports Fun also 

com mence d , to be soon swa llowed by Football and Sports Favourite. 

AP, however, added Champion to their Team. In the meantime, DS had 

multiplied their score by three when they brou ght on Rover and Wizard. 

1922: AP 13 - DS 3. AP went straight into the attack and laun ched 

Rocket and Sports Budget, without l osing a single Publication. DS came 

up with Vanguard. 1923: AP 15 - DS 4. Th en came more changes; 

Young Britain went into Champion and Triumph was introduced , although 

the latt er came into the fray only by consuming both P luck and Rocket . 

OS made no change of any sort. 1924: AP 13 - DS 4. When the first 

half was mid-way through , AP had remained stea dy but DS had lo st 

Vanguard . 192 5 : AP 13 - DS 3_. 

No chang es during the next year, with each Team just about managing to 

hold its own. 1926: AP 13 - DS 3. The score-line st ill did not alter 

during the following yea r but AP came up with a few changes . Boys ' 

Realm became Boys' Realm of Sport and Adventur e . Boys' Friend went 

into Triumph but Chums was taken over by AP from Casse lls. 

1927: AP 13 - DS 3. A change in the score-line at la st , in favour of 

AP. They were reinforced by the new Modern Boy. 1928: AP 14 - DS 3. 

Pressing their advantage. AP introduced Thriller. Bo.vs' Realm of Sport 

nod Adventure became Realm of Fun and Fiction; F ootball and Sports 
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Favourite adopted the title of Boys' Favourite. AP were back to their 
highest previous score, with no change for DS. 1929: AP 15 - DS 3. 
Approaching half-time, there was action from both sides, this time to 
the ben_efit of DS. They added to their total by issuing Skipper . On the 
AP front Boys ' Favourite became startler and two losses were recorded. 
All Sports threw in the towe l and Realm of Fun and Fiction ceased as a 
Boys' st ory Paper when it became a Film Periodical. At the end of 
1930 the half - time score-line r ead: AP 13 - DS 4 . 
When AP came out to start the second half , they still had six Members 
with whom they had kicked off: Boys' Cinema, Gem, Magnet, Nelson 
Lee , Popular and Union Jack. They were augmented by an additional 
seven: Champion, Chums, Modern Boy, Sports Budget, Startler, 
Thriller and Triumph. DS lined up with their fast-developing four of 
Adventure, Rover, Skipper and Wizard. 
Second Half (1/ 1/31 - 31/12/40): Before very long Popular had become 
Ranger and a new Publication named Bullseye joined the AP Team . DS 
continued with their steady method of play. 1931: AP 14 - DS 4. Several 
bouts of action now. Startler was renamed Surprise and Chums was taken 
in by Modern Boy. DS fired off Red Arrow. 1932: AP 13 - DS 5. The 
writing on the wall was about to appear for AP. Surprise went into 
Bullseye and Gem received Nelson Lee. Union Jack became Detective 
Weekly. Red Arrow was not long in fli ght but DS soon replaced it with 
Hotspur . The margin was narrowing; for the whole of the first half and 
the beginning of the second half , AP had always wave red between 13 and 
15 but now they were to come down to their lowest score of the Match. 
1933: AP 11 - DS 5. Only slight variations, with Bullseye ceasing as a 
story Paper and going into the 1film world'. AP gained Boys' Broadcast . 
A less happy ventur e for them was the starting of Pioneer, which soon 
disappeared into Ranger . 1934: AP 11 - DS 5. Very soon Boys' 
Broadcast went into Boys' Cinema and Ranger became Pilot . Three
quarters of the Match was over . ~935: AP 10 - DS 5. 
AP were not prepared to yield any further ground a-nd bro qght out Football Weekly. Me.anwhile , 
DS never altered their mode of procedure, 1936 : AP 11 - DS S. The hoped-for impetus from 
Foot ball Weekly was not realised apd it was absorbed by Sports Budget , 1937: AP 10 - DS 5, 
Action seemed to be dying somewhat ; whilst DS defended steadily AP's only movement was t o 
change Pilot into Wild West Weekly . 1938 : AP 10 - DS 5, AP had been hovering for some 
little time between 10 and 11, whilst DS had maintained their well-knit Team of S . The end 
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of the Match was in sight and the Teams were soon to become very close toget her in the score 

Hne. AP began to adopt the consum ing technique with a vengeance. Tb.riller took in Wil d 

Wat Weekly ; with the advent of the war, Sports Budget went into Detectiv e Weekly and Boys' 

Cinema received Modern Boy. At the very end of th e year it was a nnounc ed that Triumph 

would take in Gem , 1939: AP 6 - DS S. There was little of th e Match remaining but it was 

the decisive part. Boys' Cinem11. and Thriller went out in the Spring, A wee k 1.tter, without 

any previous indication, Magnet failed to appear; at that time Knockout Comic and Magnet 

showed ib title. Ako at this time came the end for Detective Weekly and Triumph went into 

Cha mpion , At the end of the year - and the Match - Champion was the sole AP cont ender 

agailllt the 'Big Five' of OS, namely Advent\ll'e, Hotspur, Rover , Skipper and Wiiard, 

MATCH RESULT AT THE END OF 1940: AP 1 - DS S. 

Aft er the Match : Th e remaining six went into unspecified extra time, with no score relevance . 

Skipp er wa1 a war ca1ualty in 1941 , The last AP Member, Champion, lasted until 1955, By 

then , the Stories-in-Pictures type of Paper had appear ed and one such, Tiger, took Champion 

into ibi tank. Lion and Champion was a title to be seen amongst this 1New Generation' of 

Weeklies in 1966, Before then, however, Hotspur bad branched out in the new guise as New 

Hotsp\ll', Adve .nture went into Rover in 1961. In 1963 Rover and Adventure ceased as a title 

and for four weeks Rover operated under its own name. Then Wizard packed up as a Story 

Pap er and th ere was Rovel' and \,\'iiard, In 1969 Rove r reverted to its single name agai n. In 

1970 Wizard rose again, as one of the modern-style Weeklies . Rover lived on alone as a Story 

Paper into Decimal Currency days but not for much longer. At a price of 3~p, after a life-span 

of fifty years as a Boys' Story Paper, it went - swallowed completely by the modern Wir.a.rd. 

Finally : The AP/DS Boys' Story Paper Weekly was no more , From Marvel in tbe eigbteen

ninetiea to Rover in tbe nineteen-seventies, there had always been such a Weekly . It is now 

close on sixty years since the 'Big Match' started ::i.nd it lllsted for two decades, This Report 

can really only finish by everyone of us looking back with affectionate memories to so many 

of the players who took p.irt in the Engagement - thos e "Cham pion Wizards " of y esteryear! 

* * * * * * * * • * * • • * * • * • * 1 ~ * * * ~ • • ~ * ~ * * ~ • * 
FOR SALE (v.g. condition)early20 1s: (a)Magnets45at£.l , 50; (b)G ems116at£1 , 25; 

(c) Greyfriars Herald (2nd series ) 107 at £1; (d ) Nelsou lee 160 at £.1; (e) Union Jack 80 at 

£1 . 25. 4te 40 11: Sexton Blake Lib. (3rd series) 115 at 60p. Send for specific wants or 40p 

in stamps for foll list via air . MIKE STONE, 4 IMMARNA RD, 
CAMBERWELL1 V1CTORIA 1 AUSTRALIA 3124 . 

FOR SALE: Mumfles Uncle Samuel; Bobby Bears; Teddy Tails; Little Ones Own Friend; 

MB . Stl'ang's Annual for Gir4; Sunday Sunshine; Hobbi es New Annual; Uncle 1\1\ac's; Samm y 

the Shunter; Buffalo Bill , Uon; Many othe [ Annu:i.lli. Would like to excha nge. Magn ets for 

Magnets, from 1 930 to 1940. 

"OLYMPUS'', SANDFORD MILL RD., CHELMSFORD, ESSEX. 

·--·"'"**"-.!•JtCf'j-.,~>~+,.,-.+;..,: .......... ~ ····*'··t 

WANTED : to complete Magnets 10, 134, 136, 162, 167, 169, 181, 200 1 215, 217, your price paid 

o r exchange, Interested in Xerox copi es of a bove and Magnet covers 21, 28, 29, 39, 40, 49, 52, 

60, 61, 62, 63 , 64, 65, 69, 71,239, 158, Also want Baker Vol. 18 , 

MURTAGH , WINDSOR AVE., HASTINGS , NEW ZEALAND. 

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE: pre -war Champion, Wi7.i!.rd, Hotspur, Triwnpb Annuals. WANTS : 

Thom son or similar comics, l\lagnets, Gems, H. B. re-prints. G . HOAR£ , 91 MOOR CRESC., 

BELMONT1 DURHAM 1 DHI 1DJ1 

Edited by Eric Fayne. Ex(•ehior House, 113 Crookham Rd., Crookham, Nr. Aldershot, Hants . 

Lith o duplicating b\' York Duplica ti ng Se rvices, l2a Tbe Shambles, York. 
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